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INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 SSM-03 
CCO-OO DOTE-OO EB-08 H-01 INR-07 10-13 L-03 
SP-02 OC-06 PRS-01 SS-15 USSS-00 SY-05 FAA-00 
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O 290640Z SEP 77 
FM AMEMBASSY DACCA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 6397 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL BOMBAY NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL CALCUTTA NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL KARACHI NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY PARIS NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO NIACT IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION SINAI 

CONFIDENTIAL DACCA 5470 

DEPT FOR M/CT AND S/S-0 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, EAIR.BG 
SUBJECT: JAL HIJACKING 

1 . TWO AMERICANS RELEASED FROM AIRCRAFT (KRUEGER AND MRS. 
KARABIAN) WERE MET BY THE AMBASSADOR AND ARE NOW AT EMBASSY. 
THEY HAVE BEEN DEBRIEFED BY BDG OFFICIALS AND BY EMBASSY. 

2. THEY REPORT THERE ARE FIVE (NOT TWO AS PREVIOUSLY 
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SUSPECTED) HIJACKERS, ALL OF WHOM THEY BELIEVE TO BE 
JAPANESE ALTHOUGH FACES ARE PARTIALLY COVERED. THEY ALSO 
BELIEVE THEY BOARDED AIRCRAFT IN BOMBAY WHERE THEY REPORT 
SECURITY WAS SLIPSHOD. 

3. HIJACKERS ARE ARMED WITH HAND WEAPONS AND HAND GRENADES 
AND ARE CARRYING PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES. THE PLASTIC 
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EXPLOSIVES HAVE BEEN WIRED INTO ALL EXITS INCLUDING 
EMERGENCY EXITS) OF AIRCRAFT AND HAVE BEEN PLACED AT 
SEVERAL POSITIONS IN AISLES AND POSSIBLY ALSO IN COCK- 
PIT. THUS HUJACKERS ARE WELL PREPARED TO DESTROY 
PLANE AND OCCUPANTS SHOULD ANY COMMANDO TYPE OPERATION 
BE MOUNTED OR SESPECTED OF BEING MOUNTED. 

4. TEN AMERICANS REMAIN ON AIRCRAFT. THESE INCLUDE 
ELDERLY GABRIEL COUPLE. MRS. KARABIAN, WHO IS TRAVEL- 
LING WITH HER HUSBAND AND THE GABRIELS, REPORTS THAT 
MR. GABRIEL HAD MUCH DIFFICULTY FROM HEAT BUT HAS IM- 
PROVED SINCE AIRCONDITIONING WAS HOOKED UP. 

5. ACCORDING TO BOTH, THERE IS MUCH TENSION ON AIRCRAFT 
AND MUCH UNCERTAINTY. HEAT WAS INTENSE PRIOR TO CONNECT- 
ION OF GROUND UNIT AS CAN BE WELL UNDERSTOOD AS PLANE 
WAS PARKED IN FULL MID-AFTERNOON DACCA SUN. FOOD 
EVENTUALLY REQUESTED AND PROVIDED THIS MORNING HELPED 
PASSENGERS AS DID WATER SUPPLIED EARLIER. PASSENGERS 
WERE UNAWARE THAT FUEL HAD BEEN TAKEN ON AS HIJACKERS 

HAD INSISTED ALL CURTAINS BE DRAWN ON LANDING. THE TWO RELEASED 
ALSO REPOORT SOME DIARRHEA AMONG PASSENGERS AS WELL 
AS HEAT-RELATED DIFFICULTIES. 

6. AMBASSADOR ALSO TALKED BY TELEPHONE AT AIRPORT 
WITH AIR VICE MARSHAL MAHMUD WHO REMAINS HOPEFUL THAT 
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THERE WILL BE A SATISFACTORY RESOLUTION OF SITUATION. 

HE HAD ALSO BEEN IN CONTACT WITH FOREIGN SECRETARY WHO 
IS AT PRESIDENT'S HOUSE KEEPING ZIA BRIEFED, AS WELL AS 
THE JAPANESE EMBASSY. 

7. OTHER THREE RELEASED ARE INDIAN NATIONALS. 

MASTERS 
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